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June Program  -  Elwha River 
by Mike Benbow 

 

They weren't supposed to build dams on the Elwha River in Olympic 
National Park.  At least not dams without fish ladders. But people looking for 
cheap power did so anyway during the early part of the 20th Century.  The dams 
were a bit of a two-edged sword. On the one hand, they blocked off 75 miles of 
pristine river habitat to salmon that reached 100 pounds, as well as to steelhead, 
searun cutthroat and other anadromous fish.  The good side was that the dams 
helped create a great rainbow trout river in western Washington.  The rainbows 
in the upper Elwha are a beautiful, wild strain of fish that some people believe 
fight harder because of their steelhead origins.  June's program will look at the 
good fishery, which will be strongly affected after the government destroys the 
dams.  Dam destruction is expected in 2008, and the river will then be opened 
again to salmon and anadromous fish runs. 
 

Fly Tying Contest 
by Rob Gamage 

 

 The winner of last month’s fly tying contest was Rob Gamage.  
 

 The pattern for this month’s fly tying contest is the late Gary LaFontain’s, 
“Emergent Sparkle Pupa”. I know we don’t have tons of caddis around here but, 
just this weekend I watched an egg laying caddis get gobbled up by a feisty 
Rainbow, on the middle fork of the Snoqualmie River. Plus, I know that some of 
you guys travel to places where caddis imitations are just as important, if not 
more so than mayfly patterns. Good Luck! 
Recipe: 
 

Hook:  #10 - 18               
Thread:  To match underbody 
Trailing Shuck:  Sparkle Yarn (few fibers) 
Overbody:   Sparkle Yarn 
Underbody:   Half sparkle yarn and half 
fur (a finely chopped dubbing blend). 

Wing:  Deer Hair 
Head:   Dubbed Fur 
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Meeting: June 28th, 2005 @ Flying Pig Brewery 
Wet Fly – 6:00 p.m.  Meeting – 7:00 p.m. 
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President’s Message 
by Sandy Atkinson 

 
Where is the so-called draught?  This has been a 

fairly wet June so far, my grass is growing way too 
fast.  Maybe we’ll have some decent water in the 
Stilly for the summer fishout.  See the article else-
where in this newsletter about the fishout.  Also, on 
the last weekend in July, we are hosting the 
McKenzie club this year for the EFFC-McKenzie 
fishout. We need to “pull out all the stops” and win 
the trophy back this year - especially on our home 
river! 

 

Not sure if you’ll be reading this before the River 
clean-up, but hope to see you at Charlie Ricketts’ 
place for breakfast before hitting the river on June 
25th.  Hey, you just can’t beat a free breakfast at 
Charlie’s serene homestead. 

 

The Conservation committee, under Jesse’s lead-
ership, is very active right now. They are in the 
process of choosing the kids to attend the Conserva-
tion Camp. Also, they are working with PUD to re-
move a culvert on Indian Creek to open up signifi-
cantly more coho spawning area. 

 

The folks at the Cookbook restaurant, where our 
board meetings are held, have told us the restaurant 
has been sold; so, we’ll have to find another place 
for board meetings, starting with the August meet-
ing.  I’ve taken on the task of finding a new loca-
tion. I have a couple of promising leads (i.e. places 

that serve decent beer) and hope to announce the 
new board meeting location at the next meeting.  

 

It’s not too early to be thinking about the club auc-
tion in October. Our auction chairman, Dennis 
Myers, has been holding auction committee meet-
ings to proactively address all the planning details. 
Start rummaging through your stuff for things to 
donate.  
 

See you at the River clean-up in June and the 
summer fishout in July! 

 
 

Raffle Prizes 
by Mike Benbow 

 

     There isn't a fishing rod in the mix this month, 
but we will offer another one this fall. June will be 
"river month" with a lot of the prizes focusing on 
river fishing. They include a video on mastering 
strategies for trout fishing in rivers, a Measure net, 
which has a ruler imprinted inside the mesh, a nice 
collapsible wading staff to keep you safe, a small 
net to seine for insects in the water to help deter-
mine which fly to use, a fly box with some wets and 
some dries for river fishing, a three-pack of nine-
foot leaders a book and a bunch of other stuff. 
Thanks for all your support in the past. There will 
be a good slate of prizes coming up this month. 
 

EEFFFFCC  2005 Schedule of Activities 
DATE         EVENT                   LOCATION 
June 25th Sat      NF Stilly River Cleanup           Charlie Rickett’s place 
July 24th  Sun     Summer Fishout/ Meeting         Gordy’s property on NF Stilly 
July 29-31  Fri-Sun  EFFC-McKenzie Fishout          Gordy’s property on NF Stilly 
August 20th  Sat    Unofficial Saltwater Searun Cutt. Fishout To be announced 
September 18th  Sat  Cutthroat Fishout              Haller Park, Arlington 
October 8-9  Sat-Sun Unofficial Dry Falls Fishout        Dry Falls Lake 
October 25th  Tue   Auction                   Everett Elks 
December 10th  Sat  Christmas Party/Awards Dinner      Hawthorne Inn, Smokey Point 
Jan 4 – Mar 22 Wed  Fly Tying Classes              Stillaguamish Senior Center 
February 25th Sat   Winter Fishout               Village Restaurant 
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Stilly River Cleanup 
by Jesse Scott 

 

The annual cleanup of the North Fork of the 
Stilly is scheduled for Saturday, June 25th. We’ll 
meet at Charlie Ricketts for breakfast at 7 a.m. then 
team up and hit the river. After the trash is picked 
up, we’ll return to Charlie’s to consolidate the 
loads. Charlie has even agreed to feed us lunch. So 
come on out and meet Mr. Charles and enjoy his 
hospitality. 

 
   Here’s a 

great chance to 
share fishing 
stories over 
breakfast and 
meet new 
members. Don’t 
worry if you do 
not have a 
truck, you can 
pair up with 
someone. Remember we will cover all the drifts so 
if you are not familiar with the North Fork  this is 
your opportunity to learn. A stick with a nail in it, 
gloves, and knee boots are recommended. The river 
is open, so bring a rod and spend the rest of the day 
fishing. There is a map to Charlie’s on the back of 
this newsletter. Hope to see you there. 

 

July Meeting & Summer Fishout  
by Sandy Atkinson 

 
Looking ahead, we will have our annual summer 

steelhead fishout on Sunday, July 24th, followed in 
the afternoon  with our July club meeting at Gordy 
Swanson’s property on the North Fork of the Stilly. 
The “weigh-in” will be at 5:00 pm at Gordy’s place, 
with dinner served shortly after.  Sign up at the June 
meeting to commit to a steak dinner at the July out-
ing and meeting.  Even if you don’t fish that day, 
come to the “meeting on the Stilly” which is always 
a great get-together on our home water. 

 
Jesse Scott will coordinate the dinner, but he 

needs some volunteer help. Jesse does so much for 
this club; so, give him a hand with cooking steaks, 

collecting money, etc.  He has the drill down pat 
and just needs some helping hands. Our Ghillie, 
Gordon  McKay, will conduct our usual raffle. 
Bring your own beverage, a chair, and good 
weather! 

 
 

Conservation Camp 
by Mike Benbow 

 

The conservation committee has approved four 
applications for this year's conservation camp. They 
included Jonathan Ho, Cuzack Bailey, Corrigan 

Miller and Tristan Freeman. These 
were all the applications that I 
received. Did I miss anyone. If so, call 
Mike Benbow at 425-339-3459. 

 

For Sale 
 

�  Sage 4100-4 XP new/warranty 
card. Never cast.....$430 Call 
Don Korzep at (208) 362-1011 

 
 
FFF Clubwire 

Book Review 
 

Hoover, The Fishing President  
by Hal Elliott Wert 
Stackpole Books, Mechanicsburg, PA, 2005 
388 pages, hardbound, illustrated, B&W photos 
suggested price $29.95  
 
        Here is another excellent fishing book. Not a 
fly-fishing how to book, or an instructional tome, 
this is a story of one of the truly great Americans in 
our history. Most Americans today don’t even know 
Hebert Hoover was president or the important issues 
he faced and conquered in and out of the White-
house let along that he was a life long avid fisher-
man of great skill. This well written, easy to read, 
book will help to change all of that. In addition it 
will provide today’s world with a look at a man that 
surmounted some of the most devastating events of 
the last century. Through it all, fishing was one of 
the glues that held this great man’s life together. If 
you found A River Runs Through It a good read, 
you will find this book even better. In addition, this 
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is the story of some of the truly pioneering fishing 
and fishermen of the American fresh and saltwater 
scene. Hoover was one of the first anglers to fish for 
billfish, bonefish, tarpon, and permit. He fished for 
steelhead in Oregon, and trout throughout the coun-
try. He did this as a fisherman of great ability and 
great good humor. For those who enjoy the history 
of our sport this is a must have book. 
 

 

DVD Review 
 

Tying Spey Flies 
by Gerald G. Bartsch 
Quality Flies Tied by G.G.B. 
100 Mile House, BC Canada, 2004 
DVD, suggested price $24.95 USD 
 
        Would you like to tie great looking Spey flies 
for fishing? Spey flies that are good looking, well 
proportioned, and will look good framed if you so 
choose? If so, this sixty-one minute DVD will pro-
vide you with the information you need to accom-
plish these goals. The author is a commercial fly 
tyer specializing in Spey flies for fishing 
salmon and steelhead. As such he has a 
solid practical background in tying ser-
viceable, good-looking Spey. While these 
are not designed to be display flies on 
blind-eye hooks with gut loops, exotic ma-
terials, and microscopically small heads, 
they are good looking and well made. 

        The DVD consists of a short 
introduction regarding the history of the Spey style 
fly and a slide show of classic and modern Spey pat-
terns showing both good form and ingenious design. 
This is followed by clear, well-presented instruction 
on tying three Spey style flies and one Hairwing 
style fly. The first fly is the classic and probably 
most well known Spey fly, the Lady Caroline. In 
this first tying session you will learn to dub a tight 
body, lay in both the main rib and counter rib so 
they wrap properly, mount the Spey hackle so it 
mounts in the proper position behind the main rib, 
mount and properly tie off the collar hackle, mount 
the Spey wings, and finish the head. The informa-
tion on mounting the ribs and wings is worth the 
price of the DVD by themselves. The second ses-

sion ties the Orange Spey in a modern adaptation of 
an older pattern. Again you follow the lessons of the 
Lady Caroline reinforcing the lessons and improv-
ing your skill level. The third session shows how to 
tie a Spey variation of a classic Steelhead hairwing 
pattern the Purple Peril. Again you reinforce the les-
sons of the first two flies, including folding hackle, 
preparing the hackles, preparing the wing slips, and 
brushing out the collar hackle before gluing the 
head to provide a better-looking fly. The final les-
son is tying a classic hairwing style fly. This is a 
variation of the original Steelhead pattern the 
Skunk, called the Purple Skunk. While not a Spey 
style fly this final lesson teaches the viewer how to 
prepare and tie in a hairwing so that it will not come 
out during casting or from fish taking the fly. 

        The quality of the photography is first rate 
as is the sound. The camera is always in focus and 
the close up shots are extremely well lit and com-
posed to allow the viewer the detail and perspective 
needed to fully appreciate what is going on. The use 
of a black background is a nice touch so that the 
viewer can more easily concentrate on what the au-

thor is saying instead of being distracted by odd 
bits of fishing gear hung on a false cabin wall. 
This DVD is very well done. Hopefully, the 
author will produce more of this quality for 
other styles of steelhead and salmon flies. For 
anyone tying, or wanting to learn to tie, Spey 
style flies this is a must have DVD that 
provides both a good value and a great set of 
instruction. 
 

FFF Internet Club 
by Larry Gibbs – FFF member 

 
Have you checked out the new FFF web site?  Go 
to: http://www.fedflyfishers.org 
 
One of the new features is the FFF Internet Club a 
Federation of Fly Fishers forum bulletin board. 
Have a question about fly fishing? Ask it. Have an 
opinion on a fly fishing matter? Post it.  Want to 
help answer questions from people who are just 
learning the sport? Join the Forum.  It is easy to 
join. Just click on The Internet Club icon on the 
main page of the FFF web site.  
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PO Box 221  
Everett, WA  98206 
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Charlie’s Place (NF Stilly Cleanup) 23511 Wallitner Road, Arlington (360) 435 - 5413 
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